218TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
JUME 21-28. 2008
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
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Actions of the 218™ General Assembly
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Relating to Ordination
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“[The 218th General Assembly (2008) affirms the authoritative interpretation of G-6.0108

approved by the 217th General Assembly (2006). Further, the 218th General Assembly

(2008), pursuant to G-13.0112, interprets|the requirements of G-6.0108 [to] apply equally

to all ordination standards of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Section G-6.0108 requires
examining bodies to give prayerful and careful consideration, on an individual, case-by-
case basis, to any departure from an ordination standard in matters of belief or practice
that a candidate may declare during examination. However, the examining body is not
required to accept a departure from standards, and cannot excuse a candidate’s inability to
perform the constitutional functions unique to his or her office (such as administration of

the sacraments).”
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Those who are called to ordained service in the church, by their assent to the constitutional
questions for ordination and installation (W-4.4003), pledge themselves to live lives obedient to
Jesus Christ the Head of the Church, striving to follow where he leads through the witness of
the Scriptures, and to understand the Scriptures through the instruction of the Confessions. In
so doing, they declare their fidelity to the standards of the Church. Each governing body
charged with examination for ordination and/or installation (G-14.0240 and G-14.0450)
establishes the candidate’s sincere efforts to adhere to these standards.
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)Preparation and Examination for Office

“When persons have been elected to the office of elder or deacon, the session shall confer
with them as to their willingness to undertake the office. The session shall provide for a
period of study and preparation, after which the session shall examine the officers-elect as
to their personal faith; knowledge of the doctrine, government, and discipline contained in
the Constitution of the church; and the duties of the office; and readiness to assent to the
constitutional questions for ordination and installation. If the examination is approved, the
session shall appoint a day for the service of ordination and installation (see W-4.4000). If
the examination is not approved for one or more elected officers, the session shall report its
action to the congregation’s nominating committee, which shall bring nomination(s) to a
meeting of the congregation for any office(s) not filled.”
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“Final Assessment of Readiness to Begin Ordained Ministry

“In the final year of theological education or when a candidate has satisfied all of the
requirements of this section, and before the candidate has received a call, the committee on



preparation for ministry of the candidate’s presbytery shall conduct a final assessment of
the candidate’s readiness to begin ordained ministry. A summary of this assessment shall
be reported to the presbytery and shall be transmitted to a calling presbytery when
requested. The committee on preparation for ministry shall report to the presbytery when
it has certified a candidate ready for examination for ordination, pending a call. This
consultation shall focus on the outcomes of inquiry and candidacy and shall include each of
the following requirements of certification:

“a. demonstration of readiness to begin ministry of the Word and Sacrament as required to
fulfill the candidacy phase of preparation;

“b. demonstration of readiness to assent to the constitutional questions for ordination and
installation;

“h: c. presentation of a transcript showing satisfactory grades at a regionally accredited
college or university, together with a diploma;

“es d. presentation of a transcript from a theological institution accredited by the
Association of Theological Schools acceptable to the presbytery, the transcript showing
satisfactory grades, and presentation of a plan to complete the theological degree including
Hebrew and Greek and exegesis of the Old and New Testaments using Hebrew and Greek
texts;

“d: e. presentation of satisfactory grades together with the examination papers in the five
areas covered by the Presbyteries’ Cooperative Committee on Examinations for
Candidates.”

" 4

Interpretive statements concerning ordained service of homosexual church members by the
190th General Assembly (1978) of the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America, and the 119th General Assembly (1979) of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States and all subsequent affirmations thereof, have no further force or effect.

< :,7 E®6
< i = "
| : ;
# | ) ? *
2 1 0
# ",
0 = 1 1 | # |



'3"% %3 1

» 5567

08."%(

%% 81

4

4) #H ) *
? |
A
?
i =
?
89: 6:;<,5 =6
%&'%(=;
%&"%( "
Rationale
%&"% 1
*3'% %3 ; 1
l
/
1 '3"% %3
A "3"% %3 $ 2
A
?
*3"% %3
'3"% %3 "
A

Book of Order"

%% $

%% $



Impact of the proposed revisions to the proposed revised Form of Government before the
assembly: To the extent the 218th General Assembly (2008) wishes to make amendment to the
current G-6.0106b, the identical provision in the proposed Form of Government is found at
2.0103b.

" "4 Presbyteries are strongly encouraged to consider this overture
using a process of listening and discernment.



